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Seiji Endo: Circle For Peace (Jazz) album review - a stunning expression of 
the importance of life.  

Seiji Endo: Circle For Peace. Album art by Tatsuo Inoue, courtesy of Nippon Acoustic Records Inc (03.29.2017) . 

This is Seiji Endo’s second album which is composed of all original tunes. He had been 
working on this project since the summer of 2015.  
He has been active for playing any types of music from jazz, pop to classical music at the 
moment. Therefore, I could not really guess how his album sounds like.  

Seiji Endo is a pianist in Japan. He started to play classical piano at the age of 4. At the 
same time as entering university, he devoted himself to jazz music. In this way, he is able 
to perform any kind of music.  

The message behind Seiji Endo’s album is powerful; praying for the peace and restoration 
support following the Great East Japan earthquake which took place in 2011.  
Circle For Peace embodies all of Seiji’s pent-up thoughts after that. However, his message 
is not merely one of despair. There are pain, anger and conflict in it. In addition, it also 
includes hope and gratitude. 

Circle For Peace itself is from his previous release (Sakura Meditation, 2012). Moving 
away from the straight-ahead piano solo sound of classical influence, this new album has 
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more diverse types of music such as jazz-influenced sound and the collaboration tune with 
the local chorus of the affected area by the earthquake.  
The simple and soft vibe of the music reveals his techniques of the piano and beauty of 
the harmony.  

Combining not only captivatingly convincing soulful melodies but also rich and soothing 
harmonies with beautiful piano and stable grooves, each part is carefully crafted to 
produce a fascinating blend of musical influences.  
  
There is a tune called “Miracle tree” (奇跡の木)  in this album. Seiji composed this tune as 
a three-parter (守られた命, 葛藤, 未来へ繋ぐ).  This new challenge made the album much 

more interesting compared to the other solo pianist’s albums. Indeed, the originality and 
creativity have been most demonstrated in this part of the album.  

Circle For Peace balances passion, vulnerability, heartache and resilience of humans in 
the most elegant way possible, and through it, Seiji Endo presents a particularly poignant 
expression of the importance of life. I can highly recommend it for all music listeners.  

    


