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14 May 2018, 12:00 (News Piece) 

Research reveals:  All music streaming services 
are bad for musicians, but YouTube is worse…  
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by Karen Hirabayashi 

According to the research from Recording Industry Association of America, RIAA, YouTube 
and its parent Google (which in turn is owned by Alphabet) have never paid enough money 
for the musicians (creators). Taylor Swift and U2 agree. Also, the famous band manager 
Peter Mensch who manages huge bands such as Muse and Red Hot Chili Peppers says 
that "YouTube, they're the devil.” as the music industry is always a tough place for most 
people who want to make money.                                      IMAGE:Recording Industry Association of America, RIAA 

Nowadays, there are a lot of ways to listen to music 
such as downloading and streaming besides buying 
the physical resources. In 2016, 51.4%, more than 
half of the people who listen to music use streaming. 
This indicates that streaming cannot be ignored for 
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any musicians’ life. 

When we compared between Apple music (only paid members), Spotify (both paid 
members and free members) and YouTube (not flat-rate), you can see the obvious 
difference of payments to music creators.  
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This bar graph shows how much money musicians get for 1,000 streams on each service. 
This graph reveals how low the payment of YouTube gives compared to the other two 
services.  

However, more than 1.5 billion people per month are watching Youtube. Additionally, a 
survey said that around 82% of all the users of YouTube are using YouTube for listening to 
music or watching music videos. Therefore, 9/10 of the top 10 views are occupied by 
music videos (VEVO etc…).  

For example, Taylor Swift – Shake It Off  has around 2.5 billion views on Youtube. She 
could get around 2.5 million dollar (2.5 billion views ÷ 1000 views ＝ 2.5 million views, 2.5 

million views × 1 dollar = 2.5 million dollars) based on research. However, if she just wants 
to get 2.5 million dollars from the current Spotify, she just needs to get 360 million views 
(2.5 million dollars ÷ 7 dollars ≒ 360,000 views, 360,000 views × 1000 views = 360 million 
views).  
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YouTube said it had paid more than one billion dollars globally last year to the music 
industry from advertisement that runs around videos.  

“YouTube is contributing a meaningful and growing revenue stream for the industry.” 
  
“YouTube is working with the music industry to bring more money to artists, labels and 
publishers,” said a spokeswoman.  

However, Spotify paid record labels about 2 billion dollars in 2015, twice as much as 
YouTube.  

In this way, all the musicians say YouTube does not pay music creators enough. 

The sales of YouTube is only depending on advertising at the moment. Because nobody 
has to be paid members, it is easier to get mass audience compared to the other 
streaming services. 

This is a huge global flaw in the music landscape: it is alarming.  


