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Daichi Kato is rising star in Japanese Jazz scene 
(Feature) 
 

                                    IMAGE: Amazon  

by Karen Hirabayashi 

Daichi Kato is a jazz saxophonist, flutist, clarinetist and music educator based in 
Nagoya, Japan.  
Following the last two albums (“First Connection”, 2011 and “On The Way of My Life”, 
2014), he released his third album “Don’t stop Go ahead” in 2017. His third album has 
been met with critical acclaim.  
A most distinguished artist, Daichi Kato is definitely gaining recognition in Japan from 
music fans and industry professionals.  

I caught  up with Daichi shortly after his successful release.  

………………………………………………… 
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At 14:30, the atmosphere is calming yet brimming with 

ideas. As I entered the sophisticated studio in his own 

house and sat down on the sofa with an amazing jazz back 

ground music to interview with Daichi Kato. When I listen 

attentively to background music of Jazz Messengers’ 

record, accidentally we discussed about the importance of 

buying physical copies of music such as CDs and records. 

He strongly claims that physical copies of music are much 

better than one downloaded for listening. I feel like I have 

been accepted into a private exhibition of the minds behind 

Daichi Kato as he told me his honest opinion. 

IMAGE: Daichi Kato Official Website 

Daichi was born in Nagoya, started to play piano at the age of 5 and clarinet at the age of 

13. When he started university, he devoted himself to jazz saxophone because he could 

get a seat in the university big band. 

At the same time, he also enjoyed playing jazz in small ensembles so he started gigging 

with his bands. He was majoring a non-music based degree in university, in this way you 

might see that how hard it is to make time to become good at music. 

His music is not only about precision and conviction but also elegance. If you listen to the 

music of Daichi, you will recognize that an amazing alto player Cannonball Adderley is a 

significant part in Daichi’s saxophone playing.  

Also, recently he is really into George Robert 

and Dick Oatss. He always tries to find the 

favorite players in his music career.  

In fact, I was really amazed with the amount of 

CDs and records in his studio. There were 

literally more than 500 physical copies of 

music. I was able to see his collections filling 

two big book shelves.  
                                                                                                                        IMAGE: Daichi Kato Official Website 
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Additionally, he told me that he bought around 10 CDs each month. It is surprising that he 

is still collecting the CDs and records.  

Having no opportunities to study music formally, he developed his own techniques by 

listening.  

He told me: 

“Listening is the most important part of  practice.” 

“CDs and records can be your greatest teacher.”  

Deeply listening is one of the most effective and efficient ways to improve, he said. 

Nowadays, lots of jazz musicians tend to show their skills and knowledge over their 

improvisation in Japanese jazz scene. That means the level of the Japanese jazz scene 

have been climbing steadily, he insists.  

However, he is disappointed with the improvisation situation. It is surely no problem to 

show what the musicians want in performances, but the musicians also really need to 

consider what the audiences want to listen to. He claims that sometimes the audiences 

prefer to listen to the improvisation which is melodically beautiful rather than harmonically 

difficult and dissonant.  

His first priority is always audiences, because he strongly thinks that music will not be 

complete without the listeners. This is anything but being comfortable for the musicians.  

This also means the musicians have to keep changing musically to keep the audience 

interested in the music.  

His ability to keep audiences interested in the music is the reason he is so in demand as a 

musician in the jazz industry in Japan. 
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Finally I asked him about the future. He said that he wants to try something new as well as 

keep going with what he is doing now. He is planning to form a large ensemble. He is now 

working on arranging the tunes for the new band.  

He has got strong ideas, he might be a big star for sure. 
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Daichi’s best advice for working as a musician. 

1. BE PROACTIVE - “Just waiting will not bring anything to you therefore you need to go 

out for the events like someones’ gigs and jam sessions. Every chance comes from 

people, so you must get to know people for getting the chances.”  For example, he has 

a habit during the gig, when he gets the interval, he tries to go down to the seats to 

chat with the audience as much as possible. He told me that talking with new people 

always teaches his something new. In addition, sometimes he is reminded of 

something important which he had forgotten. He finds that this is the good way of 

networking. 

2. BE NICE -  “Even if you are the most talented and creative musician in the world, if you 

are always late for the gigs, people are not going ask you to play together anymore.  

Be punctual, polite and kind etc… Being a musician is not a special job. Musicians are the  

same as businessmen. You need to have common sense for sure. Most of the time, music 

is produced by more than one person.” Hence, you have to know how to work together 

with other people. 

3. PRACTICE PRACTICE PRACTICE!!! - “All musicians have to practice! Always have 

aspirations for music. Practicing is essential.” He recommends to keep taking some 

classes and aim high! 

“Don’t be afraid to go out and do it. Go and gig, go and meet people, go and learn!. Try 

new things, listen to loads of good and bad music, just learn form the experiences. 

Spontaneously you will find a place that resonates with you. This is what I learnt the most 

in this 10 years.” 

………………………………………………… 

“Don’t stop Go ahead” is available now:  AMAZON  

https://www.amazon.co.jp/%E3%83%89%E3%83%B3%E3%83%88%E3%83%BB%E3%82%B9%E3%83%88%E3%83%83%E3%83%97%E3%83%BB%E3%82%B4%E3%83%BC%E3%83%BB%E3%82%A2%E3%83%98%E3%83%83%E3%83%89-%E5%8A%A0%E8%97%A4%E5%A4%A7%E6%99%BA/dp/B01N20V3GB/ref=pd_cp_15_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=GK27PG6QWEX98KF6G5N7
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【PERSONNEL】 
Daichi Kato– Soprano, Alto sax 
Peter Madsen – Piano 
Eiji Nakayama – Bass 
Masanori Ando – Drums 

【TRACKS】 

1. Take Five Paul Desmond arr. Daichi Kato  
2. Substitute Daichi Kato  
3. Prologue Eiji Nakayama  
4. Monk's Dream Thelonious Monk arr. Daichi Kato  
5. Julian Daichi Kato  
6. Topaz Eyes Eiji Nakayama 
7. Home Daichi Kato  
8. Oblivion Astor Piazzolla arr. Eiji Nakayama  
9. Segment Charlie Parker  


