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Twenty Years On: Dookie - Green Day (Revisited 
album review) 

                      IMAGE: genius.com 

by Karen Hirabayashi 

The album is full of energy, and still earning its crown 

Released in 1994, Green Day’s third album Dookie is a gem to rediscover. Dookie became 
a worldwide commercial success, peaking at No. 2 on the US Billboard 200, charting in 
seven countries and winning a Grammy Award for Best Alternative Music Album in 1995. 
Dookie also produced five hit singles for the band: Longview, When I Come Around, 
Basket Case, a re-recorded version of Welcome to Paradise and She which are radio only 
singles. The album helped propel Green Day, and even punk rock music into mainstream 
popularity at the time. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billboard_200
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longview_(song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/When_I_Come_Around
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basket_Case_(song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welcome_to_Paradise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/She_(Green_Day_song)
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Overall, Dookie has sold more than 20 million CDs, which is the best sales for the punk-
rock album even now.  
 

IMAGE: PIETER M VAN HATTEM/NME 

Green day is an American punk rock band formed in 1986 by Billie Joe  
Armstrong(lead vocalist and guitarist), Mike Dirnt (bassist) and Tré Cool (drummer). Tré 
Cool was not an original member, but he replaced the drummer called John Kiffmeyer in 
1990.  

Brief stories of punk rock often highlight the immortal class of 1977 (Pistols, Clash, 
Ramones) and then jump to the crossover success of Nirvana, Oasis and Green Day in 
the 90s. That is entirely misleading, overlooking a multitude of amazing punk and punk 
albums in between, but there's a reason Dookie remains such a landmark. Dookie forced 
the powers that be to once again pay attention to punk rock.   

The listeners say, Green Day is musically really special. Generally speaking, punk music 
has super fast tempo, loud sounds, less melodic ideas and rebellious spirit in music. 
However, Dookie is not sounding like that. There is strong and catchy melody and positive 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%C3%A9_Cool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%C3%A9_Cool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Kiffmeyer
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atmosphere in their music even though they are still singing about something heavy such 
as anger against the government, murder, divorce, his own difficulty etc… 

This is the reason why Dookie was easily accepted by music fans.  

In fact, it is really hard to be famous as a punk band in foreign countries because everyone 
is culturally different. In addition to that, in punk music, the lyrics are one of the important 
parts to understand. In order to be a famous punk band in other countries, the band has to 
be musically convincing enough and sound great.  
Green Day has become famous worldwide. Indeed, they have charted in seven countries 
so far.  

In 1999, Billie Joe Armstrong said,  

「I couldn't go back to the punk scene, whether we were the biggest 

success in the world or the biggest failure…」 
SPIN MAGAZINE 
  

His words describe how Green Day were feeling like at the time. Of course, it is good to be 
famous but they always had the conflict between what they should be for the public and 
what they want to be for themselves.  

…………………………………………. 

 < Dookie > 
1   Burnout 
2   Having a Blast 
3   Chump 
4   Longview 
5   Welcome to Paradise 
6   Pulling Teeth 
7   Basket Case 
8   She 
9   Sassafras Roots 
10 When I Come Around 
11 Coming Clean 
12 Emenius Sleepus 
13 In the End                                        
14 All by Myself (hidden track)            IMAGE: myspace.com 
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As I listen to the 7th track “Basket Case” with fresh ears, I found satisfaction in the guitar 
and singer’s simple and pleasant sounds that introduce the tune. It is said that this tune is 
the most popular in this album. This reminds me of a power pop song rather than punk 
rock song. The previous tune “Pulling Teeth” sounded like a medium straight punk rock 
song, so I was surprised and excited with the big difference of the tunes. I was wondering 
where the music would take me next with the album, it is full of surprises. 

Green Day have built up their own musical style since day one of the music, additionally 
they have had a big impact on other musicians after the release of Dookie. In a good way, 
punk music became much more friendly for the public. They are more musically easy-
listening and suitable for all people. Also, they are responsible for new interest in punk rock 
music after the death of punk music in the 1970’s.  

Dookie is by no means 100 percent perfect for everybody, but it is a magnificent album for 
sure. If you are looking for 40 minutes full of classic punk rock attitude, tunes and biting 
lyrics, you won't find anything better than this. This is definitely the right album to start 
listening to for punk rock music!  


